
Spend some time speaking with God about the insights and 
wonderings that have emerged for you. You may like to share 
these thoughts with others, make some art or do some 
journaling as part of this conversation.  

Prayers for the earth  

An invitation to pray for those on our hearts: those who are ill 
and dying, those struggling with mental health issues or 
isolation. Those places around the world where violence 
dominates. May people know the tender healing of God and 
discover wise companions. May the peacemakers and prophets 
be strengthened and may those who embody the good news that 
love is at the heart of the universe know joy and rest this night. 

….The Lord’s Prayer   

Our Abba in heaven 
 hallowed be your name 

your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever, Amen. 

 
Final Blessing    
                
May the blessing of the Holy One - Sacred Three: 
Being of light, Bread of Life, Birther of love 
Be encircling us, sustaining us, and igniting us for compassion 
through Jesus we pray, amen. 
 

Liturgy by Rev. Dr. Sally Douglas 
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Before beginning this service, you are invited to gather a candle,  
a bible and - if you wish - an image or icon of the nativity. 
 
Light the candle  
Take a minute to settle, slowing down and deepening your 
breathing and opening your heart to the presence God 

Prayers of thanks and gratitude  

Holy One - Sacred Three 
You who sang the universe into being 
we gather to you this night. 
 
silence 
 
Your love and life cannot be contained 
And yet you choose to take on our flesh 
contracting to a span in Jesus 
 
Silence 
 
Together with stars and angels, 
rivers and oceans, birds and trees 
we praise you, Amen.  
 
Reading from Sacred Scripture  
 

Psalm 96. 1-6, 11-12 
 
O sing to the Lord a new song 
sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, bless the Lord’s name; 
tell of the Lord’s salvation from day to day. 
Declare the Lord’s glory among the nations, 
the Lord’s marvellous works among all the peoples.  
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
the Lord is to be revered above all gods. 
For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 
but the Lord made the heavens. 
Honour and majesty are before the Lord; 

Strength and beauty are in the Lord’s sanctuary. 
Let the heavens be glad, let the earth rejoice. 
let the sea roar, and all that fills it. 
let the field exult, and everything in it. 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 

 
 Luke 2.1-7 
 
Before you read this account in Luke, take time first to settle. 
You are invited to imagine the scene unfolding as you read. 
There is not one ‘right’ way to pray in this way. Rather than this 
form of prayerful reading being focused on getting the correct 
‘intellectual’ answers – this form of prayer is about allowing our 
spirit – and our deepest longings – to be met by Spirit Holy. For 
more info about this way of praying go to Praying in Real Life on 
the Richmond UC website: richmond.unitingchurch.org.au and 
click on the link to the short video about Imaginative Prayer. 

As you read about Mary and Joseph travelling to Bethlehem 
gently consider these questions: 

How do Mary and Joseph react to the political demand 
that they have to journey to Bethlehem? 

Along the road to what do you see, hear and smell?  

Who do Mary and Joseph speak to when they arrive in 
Bethlehem? 

How is Mary looking - what is she saying? 

Where are you in this scene? 

Mary realises that her baby is coming – who is with her to 
help deliver her baby? What is Joseph doing?  

Where is this manger (food trough) where Jesus is 
placed? 

What do you do? 


