
 
Song:   Community of Christ, 
 who make the Cross your own, 
 live out your creed and risk your life 
 for God alone: 
 the God who wears your face, 
 to whom all worlds belong, 
 whose children are of every race 
 and every song. 
 

 Community of Christ, 
 look past the church’s door 
 and see the refugee, the hungry, 
 and the poor. 
 Take hands with the oppressed, 
 the jobless in your street, 
 take towel and water, that you wash 
 your neighbour’s feet 
 

 Community of Christ, 
 through whom the word must sound –  
 cry out for justice and for peace 
 the whole world round: 
 disarms the power that war 
 and all that can destroy, 
 turns bombs to bread, and tears of anguish  

into joy 
   

 When menace melts away, 
 so shall God’s will be done, 
 the climate of the world be peace 
 and Christ its sun; 
 our currency be love 
 and kindliness our law,  

our food and faith be shares as one  
for evermore.   (TiS 473 Shirley Murray) 

 

Final Blessing               
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Rev Dr Sally Douglas - Musician: Helen King 
 

 
 
 

 
 

religion that is pure and undefiled before God is this…  
to care for orphans and widows in their distress 

James 1.27 
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Prayers of thanks and gratitude  
 

Response:  with stars and moon and sun 
we praise you 

 
Song of Solomon 2.8-13 

 
Song:  Morning has broken  
 Like the first morning; 
 Blackbird has spoken 
 like the first bird. 
 Praise for the singing, 
 praise for the morning, 
 praise for them, springing   

fresh from the Word. 
   

 Sweet the rain’s new fall 
 sunlit from heaven,   

like the first dewfall 
 on the first grass.  
 Praise for the sweetness 
 of the wet garden, 
 sprung from completeness  
 Where his feet pass. 
 

 Mine is the sunlight; 
 mine is the morning  
 born of the one light 
 Eden saw play. 
 Praise with elation, 
 praise every morning, 
 God’s recreation 
 of the new day.   (TiS 156 Eleanor Forjeon)  
 

Sacred Space with the children 
 
Reading from Sacred Scripture  
 

Mark 7.1-8, 14-23 
James 1.17-27 

 

For these words of faith and Jesus the Word 
 Thanks be to God 

Reflection 
 

Wondering Questions  
Do you find yourself getting seduced about ideas about being a 
Christian rather than focusing on embodying your Christian faith 
in kind words and loving actions?  
 

Where do you see the church embodying compassion and 
kindness? Where do you see the church focused on ‘right’ ideas 
or being ‘pure’, important, or influential? 
 

How do you respond to the idea that the letter of James is from 
Jesus’ brother James? Spend some time with the letter this 
week. 
 
Prayer of letting go 
  

Words of Assurance and declaration of forgiveness: 
   

…Friends hear Christ’s word of grace to each one of us: 
Your sins are forgiven 
Thanks be to God 

 
Prayers for the earth  
 

Response:  May your kind kingdom come 
May your loving will be done 

 

….The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Abba in heaven 

 hallowed be your name 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever, Amen. 
 

Offering: Supporting the Food Centre, BCO and UnitingWorld 


