
Offering: This supports the Richmond Churches Food Centre, 
Boroondara Community Outreach and Uniting World.  

 

Song:   When pain and terror strike by chance, 
 with causes unexplained, 
 when God seems absent or asleep, 
 and evil unrestrained, 
 we crave an all-controlling force 
 ready to rule and warn, 
 but find, far-shadowed by a cross, 
 a child in weakness born. 
  

 We marvel at God’s nakedness 
 and sense the play of chance 
 in Herod’s anger, Peter’s growth, 
 and Pilate’s troubled glance. 
 Our Saviour’s tempted, tested way 
 never was cut and dried, 
 but costly, risking life and love, 
 betrayed and crucified. 
  

 How deep the Wisdom of our God, 
 how weak, but truly wise, 
 to risk, to sacrifice, to die, 
 and from the grave arise, 
 to shed the shroud of death and fate, 
 freeing our hearts for good.  
 We breathe the ample air of hope 
 and take our chance with God. 
 

 Since Wisdom took her chance on earth, 
 to show God’s living way, 
 we’ll trust that fear and force will fail, 
 and Wisdom win the day. 
 Then come, dear Christ, and hold us fast 
 when faith and hope are torn, 
 and bring us, in your loving arms, 
 to resurrection morn. 

    (TiS 262 Brian Wren) 

Final Blessing                   
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What happens when we pray for others? 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fourth at Five 
26 September 2021 Gathering via Zoom  

 

 

Richmond
Uniting Church

www.richmond.unitingchurch.org.au



Prayers of thanks and gratitude  
 

Holy One Sacred Three 
Holy Mystery, Holy Wisdom, Holy Flame 

 hallelujah 
we praise you 

  
Ground of our being 
you are the composer of all 
hallelujah 
we praise you 

 
In Jesus, you abide with us in person 
nourishing us with your very self 

 hallelujah 
we praise you 

 
in Spirit Holy you are as close as our breathing 
birthing risen life, awakening love 

 hallelujah 
we praise you 

 
Holy One Sacred Three  
We are still before you 

 

silence 
  

 may the eyes of our hearts be opened  
through Jesus Holy Wisdom we pray, Amen. 

 

Song:  The Lord is my light 
 my light and salvation, 
 in God I trust, in God I trust (TiS Taize Chant 711)  
 
Reading from Sacred Scripture  
 

Psalm 124 
James 5.13-20 
 

For these words of faith and Jesus the Word 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Reflection 

Wondering Questions 
 

Do you tend to pray for others? Or do you think there is no 
point? 
 

How might it to be for you to honest with God, not worrying 
about being ‘cheerful’ or having the right words, but letting God 
of Jesus Christ be near you, wherever you are at in your times 
of sorrow, anger, meeting you there? 
 

How do you respond to the idea that prayer is about opening 
ourselves up to Spirit’s healing energy and creative ways 
forward, even if the ‘answers’ to prayer are different to what we 
might have expected? 
 
Prayer of letting go 
  

Words of Assurance and declaration of forgiveness: 
   

…Friends hear Christ’s word of grace to each one of us: 
Your sins are forgiven 
Thanks be to God 

 
Prayers for the earth  
 

Guided time of prayer for others 
 

silence 
 

….The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Abba in heaven 
 hallowed be your name 

your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever, 
Amen. 


