
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
 sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 With the bread that we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another forgive us 
and help us to forgive. 

 In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
 From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
 From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 For you reign in the glory of the power that is Love, 

now and forever, amen. 
     (This version by Jim Cotter) 

 
Offering: This supports the Richmond Churches Food Centre, 

Boroondara Community Outreach and Uniting World.  
 

Song:   Jesus loves me, this I know 
 and the bible tells me so; 
 little ones to him belong, 
 in his love we shall be strong. 
 

  Yes, Jesus loves me, 
  yes, Jesus loves me, 
  yes, Jesus loves me, 
  the Bible tells me so. 
 

 Jesus loves me, this I know, 
 as he loved so long ago, 
 taking children on his knee, 
 saying, ‘Let them come to me.’ 
  

  Yes, Jesus loves me 
 

 Jesus loves me still today, 
 walking with me on my way,  
 wanting as a friend to give 
 light and love to all who live. 
  

  Yes, Jesus loves me 
    (TiS 229 Anna Warner) 

 
Final Blessing                   
 

You are welcome here.  
www.richmond.unitingchurch.org.au 

Rev Dr Sally Douglas - Musician: Helen King 
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Prayers of thanks and gratitude  
 

 response:  We gather to you 
   hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 

Song:  God of many names 
 gathered into one, 
 in your glory come and meet us, 
 moving, endlessly becoming; 
 God of hovering wings, 
 womb and birth of time, 
 joyfully we sing your praises, 
 breath of life in every people– 
 

  Hush, hush, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
  Shout, shout, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
  Sing, sing, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
  Sing, God is love, God is love! 
 

 God of Jewish faith, 
 exodus and law, 
 in your glory come and meet us, 
 joy of Miriam and Moses; 
 God of Jesus Christ, 
 rabbi of the poor, 
 joyfully we sing your praises, 
 crucified, alive for ever– 
 

  Hush, hush… 
 

 God of wounded hands, 
 web and loom of love, 
 in your glory come and meet us, 
 carpenter of new creation; 
 God of many names 
 gathered into one, 
 joyfully we sing your praises, 
 moving, endlessly becoming– 
 

  Hush, hush 
      (TiS 180 Brian Wren) 

Reading from Sacred Scripture  
 

Job 1.1, 2.1-10  
Mark 10.13-16 

For these words of faith and Jesus the Word 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Reflection 
 
Wondering Questions 
When unexpected suffering happens, do people try and 
rationalise this to you, or do you seek a ‘reason’ for the 
suffering? How would it be to put aside the ‘why’ question? 
 
Can you imagine focusing on ‘how is God with me in this?’ and 
‘how am I going to be in this with myself, others and God?’ 
 
Can you imagine becoming like a child, demanding towards God 
and dependent upon God, in both times of joy and times of 
suffering? 
 
Prayer of letting go 
  

Words of Assurance and declaration of forgiveness: 
   

…Friends hear Christ’s word of grace to each one of us: 
Your sins are forgiven 
Thanks be to God 

 
Prayers for the earth  
 

response:  Your kind kingdom come 
  your loving will be done 

 
 

….The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love Maker 
 Source of all that is and that shall be. 
 Father and Mother of us all. 
 Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 The hallowing of your name echo  

through the universe! 
 The way of your justice be followed 
 by all peoples of the world! 
 Your heavenly will be done  
 by all created beings! 


