
Offering: This supports the Richmond Churches Food Centre, 
Boroondara Community Outreach and Uniting World.  
Please place offerings on the plates after worship. 

 
Song:   Hark! the herald angels sing  

glory to the new-born king, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies 
with angelic host proclaim, 

 ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’. 
 

  Hark the herald angels sing 
  glory to the new-born king. 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin’s womb: 
veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail the incarnate Deity, 
pleased in human flesh to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
 

  Hark the herald angels sing… 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings: 
mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
 

  Hark the herald angels sing… 
       (TiS 303 Charles Wesley) 

Final Blessing                   
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Prayers of thanks and gratitude  
 

Response:  I love you Lord, my strength 
my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge (Ps 18.1-2) 

 

Song:  Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
 let earth receive its king; 
 let every heart prepare him room, 
 and heaven and nature sing 
 and heaven and nature sing 
 and heaven and heaven and nature sing. 
 
 Joy to the earth! The saviour reigns; 
 let us our songs employ; 
 while fields and streams, rocks, hills and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy 
 repeat the sounding joy 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love 
 and wonders of his love 
 and wonders, wonders of his love.  
    (TiS 268 Isaac Watts) 
 

Lighting the second Advent candle 
 

Song:  He came down that we may have hope (X3) 
 Hallelujah for evermore. 
 
 He came down that we may have peace (x3) 
 Hallelujah for evermore. 
    (Cameroon traditional) 

Reading from Sacred Scripture  
 

Luke 1. 67-79 
Luke 3.1-6 
 

For these words of faith and Jesus the Word 
 Thanks be to God 
 

Reflection 
 

 

 space to ponder 
 
Prayer of letting go 
 

Words of Assurance and declaration of forgiveness: 
…Friends hear Christ’s word of grace to each one of us: 

Your sins are forgiven 
Thanks be to God 

 

Prayers for the earth  
An invitation to light candles as we pray 
 
…The Lord’s Prayer 
Abba our Father 
Amma our Mother 
Beloved our God 
Creator of all: 
your name be held holy, 
your domain spread among us, 
your wisdom be our guide, 
your way be our path, 
your will be done well, 
at all times, in all places, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us the bread we need for today, 
the manna of your promise, 
the bread of your tomorrow. 
As we release those indebted to us, 
so forgive us our debts, our trespass on others. 
Fill us with courage in times of our testing. 
Spare us from trials too severe to endure. 
Free us from the grip of the powers that bind. 
For yours is the goodness in which evil dissolves, 
yours is the joy that sounds through the pain, 
yours is the life that swallows up death. 
Yours is the glory, the transfiguring light, 
the victory of love,  
for time and eternity,  
for age after age. 
So be it. Amen.  Alternative Lord’s Prayer by Jim Cotter 


