
This day God gives me 
 strength to sustain me, 
 might to uphold me, 
 wisdom as guide. 
 Your eyes are watchful, 
 your ears are listening, 
 your lips are speaking, 
 friend at my side. 
 

 God’s way is my way,  
 God’s shield is round me, 
 God’s host defends me, 
 saving from ill. 
 Angels from heaven, 
 drive from me always 
 all that would harm me, 
 stand by me still.  
 

 Rising, I thank you, 
 mighty and strong One, 
 king of creation, 
 giver of rest, 
 firmly confessing 
 threeness of persons, 
 oneness of Godhead, 
 Trinity blest.  
   (TiS 642 James Quinn based on St Patrick’s breastplate) 
 

Final Blessing  
You are welcome here. 

Find out more: www.richmond.unitingchurch.org.au 
Minister Rev Dr Sally Douglas  

 
“I need a language that is large enough to express 

nuances across a lifetime that brackets child and adult 
experiences, and courageous enough to explore all the 

countries of sin and salvation, mercy and grace, creation 
and covenant, anxiety and trust, unbelief and faith that 
comprise the continental human condition. The Psalms 

are this large, supple, and courageous language.” 
Eugene Peterson Working the Angles, p. 56 

 

 
 

      
 
 
 
 

 
 

Why engage with the Psalms…? 
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Prayers of thanks and gratitude 
 

Response:  
Your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever  
Do not forsake the work of your hands (Psalm 138.8)  

 
Song: As the deer pants for the water  

so my soul longs after you. 
`You alone are my heart’s desire  
and I long to worship you.  
You alone are my strength and shield,  
to you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship you.   

(TiS 703 - Drawn from Psalm 42).  
 

 
Reading from Sacred Scripture  

  
 Psalm 138 
 Luke 5.1-11 
 

For these words of faith and Jesus the Word 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Reflection: Why read the Psalms? 
 

The Psalms are “an anatomy of all the parts of the 
soul” John Calvin. Commentary on the Book of Psalms 
1: xxxvii 

 
Song: U2 ‘40’ 
 
Break out Rooms 
 
Prayer of letting go 

 

Words of Assurance and declaration of forgiveness: 
…Friends hear Christ’s word of grace to each one of us: 
Your sins are forgiven 
Thanks be to God 

 

Prayers for the earth  
 

Response:  May your kind kingdom come 
May your loving will be done 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love Maker  
Source of all that is and that shall be.  
Father and Mother of us all. 
Loving God, in whom is heaven:  
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed  
by all peoples of the world!  
Your heavenly will be done 
by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread that we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another forgive us  
and help us to forgive. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,  
now and forever,  
amen.  
    Alternative Lord’s Prayer by Jim Cotter 

 
 

Offering: Supporting the Richmond Churches Food Centre, 
Boroondara Community Outreach and Water sanitation projects 
in Papua New Guinea through UnitingWorld 
 
Song:  This day God gives me 
 strength of high heaven, 
 sun and moon shining, 
 flame in my hearth, 
 flashing of lightning, 
 wind in its swiftness, 
 deeps of the ocean, 

firmness of earth. 


