
Song:  In suffering love the thread of life 
 is woven through our care, 
 for God is with us, not alone,  
 our pain and toil to bear. 
 There is a rock, a place secure 
 within the storm’s cold blast; 
 concealed within the suffering night 
 God’s covenant stands fast. 
 
 in love’s deep womb our fears are held; 
 there God’s rich tears are sown 
 and bring to birth, in hope new-born, 
 the strength to journey on. 
 
 Lord, to our hearts your joy commit, 
 into our hands your pain; 
 so send us out to touch the world 
 with blessings in your name. 
  
 In suffering love our God comes now, 
 hope’s vision born in gloom; 
 with tears and laughter shared and blessed 
 the desert yet may bloom. 
    (TiS 177 Rob Johns) 
  
 

Final Blessing  

May Blessed Trinity be with us all: 
may the Source of all be upholding you, 

may radiant Christ be infusing you, 
may Spirit Holy be encircling you, 

every step that you take in this stormy world. 

In the name of Christ. Amen 

 
You are welcome here. 

Find out more: www.richmond.unitingchurch.org.au 
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‘blessed are you who weep now’…. 
Exploring Jesus’ words in Luke 6.21 
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Prayers of thanks and gratitude 
 
Response:  Like trees planted by streams of water 
  may we draw our strength from you (Psalm 1.3) 
  
Song: She sits like a bird,  

brooding on the waters, 
hovering on the chaos of the world’s first day; 
she sighs and she sings, mothering creation, 
waiting to give birth to all the Word will say. 
 
She wings over earth,  
resting where she wishes, 
lighting close at hand or soaring through the skies; 
she nests in the womb, welcoming each wonder, 
nourishing potential hidden to our eyes. 
 
She dances in fire, startling her spectators, 
waking tongues of ecstasy where dumbness reigned; 
she weans and inspires all whose hearts are open, 
nor can she be captured, silenced or restrained. 
 
For she is the Spirit, one with God in essence, 
gifted by the Saviour in eternal love; 
and she is the key opening the scriptures, 
enemy of apathy and heavenly dove. 
    (TiS 418 John Bell) 

 
Sharing in a story: What is God like? by Rachel Held Evans 
 
Reading from Sacred Scripture  

  
 Psalm 1 
 Luke 6.17-26 
 

For these words of faith and Jesus the Word 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Reflection: ‘Blessed are those who weep now’…? 
 
Break out Rooms 

Prayer of letting go 
 

Words of Assurance and declaration of forgiveness: 
 
…Friends hear Christ’s word of grace to each one of us: 
Your sins are forgiven 
Thanks be to God 

 
Prayers for the earth  
 

Response:  May your kind kingdom come 
May your loving will be done 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love Maker  
Source of all that is and that shall be.  
Father and Mother of us all. 
Loving God, in whom is heaven:  
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed  
by all peoples of the world!  
Your heavenly will be done 
by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread that we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another forgive us  
and help us to forgive. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,  
now and forever, amen.     

Alternative Lord’s Prayer by Jim Cotter 
 

Offering:  
 

Supporting the Richmond Churches Food Centre,  
Boroondara Community Outreach and Water sanitation 
 projects in Papua New Guinea through UnitingWorld 
Direct Debit details available through the RUC office. 


